
    
 

 
 

  

    

The West Virginia Library Commission 
 

Resolution  

 

Commending the Leadership and Support  

of the Ohio County Board of Education 

    

 

WHEREAS, since 1882, the citizens of Wheeling and Ohio County 
have valued the importance and significance of 
libraries within their community; and, 
 

WHEREAS, Ohio County was one of only three West Virginia 
counties providing free public schooling before the 
Civil War; and, 
 

WHEREAS,    historically, the members of the Wheeling Public 
School District, and later the Ohio County Board of 
Education, have consistently shown their 
dedication to the children of their community 
through the provision of high quality educational 
resources, services, and programs; and, 
 

WHEREAS, the Wheeling Board of Education in 1882 began 
publicly discussing the advantages of a public library 
in Wheeling and formed a Library Committee to 
explore its creation; and, 
 

WHEREAS, in 1904, when a municipal election to accept Carnegie 
funds failed, the Board of Education spearheaded the 
creation and funding of a public library for 
Wheeling which opened on January 9, 1911; and, 
 

WHEREAS, in 1932, when the Tax Limitation Act was passed, and 
eliminated the Wheeling Independent School 
District’s capability to fund the public library, local 
educational leaders supported the successful passage 
of a Special Funding Law enabling dedicated funding 
of the Ohio County Public Library through a portion  
of the annual board of education levy — the first 
law of its kind in the state; and, 
 



 

 
 
  

 
 

WHEREAS, the educational partnership between the Ohio 
County Public Library and the local Board of 
Education has grown and flourished for the 
betterment of its local students and residents and 
ultimately the citizens throughout the state of West 
Virginia; and, 
 

WHEREAS, the West Virginia Supreme Court of Appeals, in 2013, 
declared that requiring Boards of Education to 
fund libraries from special laws was 
unconstitutional, but advised that non-mandatory 
funding was acceptable; and, 
 

WHEREAS, the President of the Ohio County Board of 
Education and its members have publicly affirmed 
their intention to continue their financial support 
of the Ohio County Public Library for the remainder 
of this fiscal year and throughout the next fiscal 
year. 
 

NOW,  

THEREFORE,  

BE IT 

RESOLVED: 

That the West Virginia Library Commissioners, 
meeting in regular session on the 21st day of March 
2013, do hereby commend the Ohio County Board of 
Education members, county educational leaders, and 
instructional professionals for their continued 
participation with and public support of the Ohio 
County Public Library and all libraries throughout 
their community and state.  We further endorse the 
Board’s intention to continue financially 
supporting the Library not only in the upcoming 
year, but in many years to come. 
 

BE IT 

FURTHER 

RESOLVED, 

 

That copies of this resolution be provided to Ohio 
County Board of Education President James M. 
Jorden, Superintendent Dr. Dianna Vargo, and OCPL 
Board of Trustees President Jimmie McCamic. 
 
 
 
 

 
______________________________________ 

 Betty B. Gunnoe 
Chair 

 


